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only to thrust out preaching; cried down Lectures by the
name of Factions, either because other men's industry in
that Duty appeared a reproof of their neglect of it, (not
unlike to that we read of him, who, in Nero's time, and
Tacitus* History, was accused, because by his vertue he did
appear Exprobare vitia Prinripis) or with intention to have
brought in darkness, that they may the easier sow their
Tares while it was night; And by that introduction of
Ignorance, introduce the better that Religion which ac-
counts it the Mother of Devotion.

" Mr. Speaker, In this they have abused his Majesty, as
well as the People; for when they had with great wisdom
(since usually the Children of Darkness are wiser in their
Generation than the Children of Light; I may guess not
without some eye upon the most Politick action of the most
Politick Church) silenced on both parts those Opinions
which have often tormented the Church, and have, and will
always trouble the Schools; they made use of this Declara-
tion to tye up one side, and let the other loose; where-
as they ought either in discretion to have been equally
restrained, or in justice to have been equally tolerated.
And it is observable, that that Party to which they gave
this license was that whole Doctrine, tho' it were not con-
trary to Law, was contrary to Custome, and for a long
while in this Kingdom was no oftner preached than re-
canted.

" The truth is, Mr. Speaker, That as some ill Ministers
in our State first took away our Money from us, and after
endeavoured to make our Money not worth the taking, by
turning it into Brass by a kind of Anti-philosopher's Stone:
so these men used us in the point of Preaching; first de-
pressing it to their power, and next labouring to make it
such, as the harm had not been much if it had been de-
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